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In this analysis of the nature of educational theory the following
important characteristics have emerged:

(1) It is the theory in which principles, stating what ought to be done in a
range of practical activities, are formulated and justified,

(i1) The theory is not itself an autonomous “form” of knowledge or an

autonomous discipline. It involves no conceptual structure unique
in its logical features and no unique tests for validity. Many of its
central questions are in fact moral questions of a particular level of
generality, questions focused on educational practice.

(i11) Educational theory is not a purely theoretical field of knowledge
because of the formulation of principles for practice in which it
issues. It is, however, composite in character in a way similar to
such fields.

(vi) Educational principles are justified entirely by direct appeal to
knowledge from a variety of forms, scientific, philosophical,
historical, etc. Beyond these forms of knowledge it requires no
theoretical synthesis
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