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For critical theorist Ivan Illich, institutionalized schooling acts like a modernized,
secular church, full of rituals and mystical incantations which have little to do with
actual education and everything to do with preserving the sanctity of the most
cherished institution through testing, accreditation, and graduation ceremony.
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The Great Didactic

Setting forth

The whole Art of Teaching
all Things to all Men

or

A certain Inducement to found such Schools in all
the Parishes, Towns, and Villages of every
Christian Kingdom, that the entire
Youth of both Sexes, none
being excepted, shall

ng’cé[y, Pleasantly, & Thoroughly

Become learned in the Sciences, pure in Mortals,
trained to Piety, and in this- manner
instructed in all things necessary
for the present and for
the future life,

in which, with respect to everything that'is suggested,

Irs FesxpamentaL Princiries are set forth from the essential
nature of the matter, |
Its TruTh is proved by cxamples from the several
mechanical arts,
Irs Orotr is clearly sct forth in ycars, months, days, and
hours, and, finally,
Ax EAsY ‘AND SURE METHOD is'shown, by which it can
be pleasantly brought into existei.ce,
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